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Example of ARCALYST® (rilonacept) Coverage 
Decision Logic for Recurrent Pericarditis*

Does the patient have a diagnosis of recurrent pericarditis?

Is the patient > 12 years old?

Is the patient on a biologic DMARD?

Has the patient had a serious infection in the last 6 months 
(e.g., hepatitis B or tuberculosis)?

Has the patient had a TB test in the last year/6 months?

No

No

Yes

Yes

Deny PA

Deny PA

No

Has the patient been on any other therapy to treat RP, including colchicine and other 
traditional oral therapies? If so, please document use or state why the medication(s) 

are not appropriate for the patient as some payers may require this information.

Yes

RP = recurrent pericarditis; PA = prior authorization; DMARD = Disease modifying antirheumatic drug; TB = tuberculosis

* This an example of common payer coverage decision making; however, each payer may diff er in the determination of coverage for ARCALYST.  
Please refer to specific payer policies on ARCALYST access requirements.

INDICATION
ARCALYST is indicated for the treatment of recurrent pericarditis (RP) and reduction in risk of recurrence in adults and 
pediatric patients 12 years and older.

IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION
Warnings and Precautions
• Interleukin-1 (IL-1) blockade may interfere with the immune response to infections. Treatment with 

another medication that works through inhibition of IL-1 or inhibition of tumor necrosis factor (TNF) 
is not recommended as this may increase the risk of serious infection. Serious, life-threatening 
infections have been reported in patients taking ARCALYST. Do not initiate treatment with ARCALYST 
in patients with an active or chronic infection.

Please see additional Important Safety Information on next page.

No

No

Yes

Some Payers May Deny PA

No

Deny PA

May Deny PA

Deny PA

Deny PA

Deny PA

Approve PA*

Yes

Yes
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IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION (Cont.)
Warnings and Precautions (Cont.)
•	 Discontinue ARCALYST if a patient develops a serious infection.

•	 It is possible that taking drugs such as ARCALYST that block IL-1 may increase the risk of tuberculosis (TB) or 
other atypical or opportunistic infections.

•	 Although the impact of ARCALYST on infections and the development of malignancies is not known, treatment 
with immunosuppressants, including ARCALYST, may result in an increase in the risk of malignancies.

•	 Hypersensitivity reactions associated with ARCALYST occurred in clinical trials. Discontinue ARCALYST and 
initiate appropriate therapy if a hypersensitivity reaction occurs.

•	 Increases in non-fasting lipid profile parameters occurred in patients treated with ARCALYST in clinical trials. 
Patients should be monitored for changes in their lipid profiles.

•	 Since no data are available, avoid administration of live vaccines while patients are receiving ARCALYST. 
ARCALYST may interfere with normal immune response to new antigens, so vaccines may not be effective in 
patients receiving ARCALYST. It is recommended that, prior to initiation of therapy with ARCALYST, patients 
receive all recommended vaccinations, as appropriate.

Adverse Reactions
•	 The most common adverse reactions (≥10%) include injection-site reactions and upper respiratory tract 

infections.

Drug Interactions
•	 In patients being treated with CYP450 substrates with narrow therapeutic indices, therapeutic monitoring of the 

effect or drug concentration should be performed, and the individual dose of the medicinal product may need 
to be adjusted.

For more information about ARCALYST, see Full Prescribing Information.
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https://www.arcalyst.com/pi.pdf

